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AN ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 


From the Society FoR CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION, 
On its Firft Inftitution. 


In the venerable Conftitution handed down'to us, through a 
* fong fucceffion of ages, from our Saxon and Britifh anceftors, 
this is the bafis and the vital principle—Law, To BIND ALL, 
MUST BE ASSENTED TO BY ALL. 
‘And it was their felicity to have made that “ beft difcovery 
“* of political wifdom,” whereby this affent of all throughout 
the realm was to be colleéted and carried into execution, 
namely, a freely-chofen, a full and equal REPRESENTATION: 
But it was forefeen, that to delegate the power of enating 
Laws to a fingle affembly of Reprefentatives, or to a fingle 
council, or a fingle magiftrate, would be to eftablifh at once 
a defpotifm ; and to devide it between Two only, would not 
provide a lafting fecurity againft that evil; for that which 
fhould once acquire the afcendant, would neceflarily render itfelf 
abfolute. ..Hence’ it was wifely fettled that the Legiflature 
fhould 
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fhould confift of rHRree diftin& powers, with different grada- 
tions of dignity, and confequently different individual interefts ; 
while the harmonizing of the whole fhould produce the good 
of the State: fo that by reafon of this diverfity of individual 
interefts, and the oppofing fentiments and paffions thence na- 
turally excited, every matter propofed might be exhibited in all 
poffible lights; and undergo a full and free difcuffion ;. and no- 
thing become Law, but through the medium of mature deli- 
beration, and mutual conceffions to that grand_intereft which 
was common to all. 

Thefe three powers we call King, Lords, and Commons. 

It is on all hands agreed, that this inftitution of govern- 
ment is excellently adapted to the fecurity of that FREEDOM 
which is our common inheritance. But'this is only acknow- 
ledged, fo long as each ‘of thefe powers remains independent 
of either or both of the other two: for, if one of them fhould 
lofe its independence, it is evident that our government, not- 
withftanding outward appearances, would confift of only tw 
powers ; and if two fhould lofe their independence, it is equally 
evident that our government, although three in form, would 
in effect confift of only one power. 

The moment that either the Crown, the Lords; or’ the 
Commons lofe their independence, in that moment our Corf- 
ftitution is violated, our Government ‘is overturned; and our 
Liberty is endangefed. 

As every Englifhman has an equal inheritance in this Liberty , 
and in thofe Laws and that Conftitution which have been pro- 
vided for its defence ; it is therefore neceflary that every En- 


glifhman fhould know what that Conftitution 1s ; when it is 


SAFE; and when ENDANGERED. 

To diffufe this knowledge univerfally throughout the eves, 
to circulate it through every village and hamlet, and even to 
introduce it into the humble dwelling of the cottager, is the 
with and the hope of this Society. 

They truft it is a with that will be approved by a!l good 
men ; and that it is a hope not ill founded, in a country whofe 
love 
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love of Liberty is its characteriftic, and where every thing ge- 
nerous, and in favour of that Liberty, is congenial with the 
beft and warmeft feelings of the people. * 
So extremely fimple are thofe firft principles of our Conftitu- 
tion, upon which depends THE LiBERTY OF THE PeoPLeE, 
that the Society are convinced any fuch inftitution as theirs had 
for ever been unneceflary, had not certain of our Parliaments, 
without auth®rity, unjuftly, and againft their fidelity, defpifing 
the wifdom of the great founders of our government, and the 
rights of their conftituents, departed from and violated. this 
found maxim of popular Freedom, that “To the bulk of any 
“‘ nation, deftined to /abour and not to fudy, to aé and not 
« to /peculate, it is neceflary to enjoy the poffe/ion undiminithed, 
“and the conftant exercife unabridged, of its legiflative or 
“ ELECTION RIGHTS, as the only poffible means by which it 
“ can retain a knowledge of thofe Rights, and of their incfti- 
‘«« mable value; or by which it can preferve its Liberty.” 
It has been juftly obferved by a diftinguifhed writer*, that 
“ When a PsoPLeE have loft the power of legally afferting their 
“ Rights, they are expofed to that which is THE HIGHEST 
“ DEGREE OF POLITICAL RUIN, the lofs of even the re- 
“© membrance of them.” And, agreeable to the above maxim, 
another excellent author informs us, that ‘* Our Saxon fore- 
‘ fathers eftablifhed their government in Britain, before the 
tranfactions of mankind were recorded im writing, at leaft 
‘© among the nothern nations; they, therefore, handed down 
“ to pofterity the principles of their government, By THE 
“ ACTUAL EXERCISE OF THEIR RIGHTS; which became 
the ancient ufage and cuftom of the people, and the law of 
the land. And hence it came to pafs, that when this ancient 
cuftom and ufage ceafed toact, the remembrance of the cuftom 
ceafed with it. We may add to this, that, fince the Con. 
queft, our arbitrary kings, and men of arbitrary principles, 
have endeavoured to deftroy the few remaining records and 
hiftorical faéts, that might keep in remembrance a form of 


* De Lolme,s Conftitution of England, p. 210. 
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“ government fo kind, friendly, and- hofpitable to the human’ - 
s* fpecies *.”” 

It is the aim of this 1 S8lSay to fupply, as far as may be, the 
want of thofe deftroyed records, and to revive in the minds of 
their fellow-citizens, THE COMMONALTY AT’ LARGB, a 
knowledge of their loft Rights; fo that, knowing the value of 
their Inheritance, and the abfolute neceflity of exercifing their 
EleGion Rights as extenfively and as conftantly as our facred 
Conftitution and its great Founders intended, they may réeftore 
Freedom and Independency to that branch of the -legiflature 
which originates from, reprefents, and is anfwerable to THEM- 
SELVES. 

That this Independency hath bee unconftitutionally in- 
croached upon, hath long, from its notoriety, been the public 
fentiment, and is now the public complaint: and even’ the 
Commons’ Houfe of Parliament itfelf hath acknowledged both 
the juftice and the neceflity of this complaint, by its memora- 
ble vote on the 6th day of this month. 

If there be any one caufe of alarm to the People of England 
of greater magnitude than all others, it is fuch a confeffion as 
this on the part of their reprefentatives in the legiflature: it is | 
big with folemn warning ; it is full of ferious admonition. 

Hence all thofe who have a regard for their peace, théit 
property, or their facred laws; all who feel the tender affec- 
tions of kindred, or children, or parents; all who are friendly 
to fociety, or who loves their country; who are infpired’ by 
gratitude to the Founders and Prefervers of this Conftitution, 
and who wifh to leave it as an inheritance to pofterity, are 
called upon by every confideration which can awaken fleeping 
virtue, or ftimulate the breaft to wife and generous a¢tions for 
their own and their country’s good, thoroughly ‘to inform 
themfelves what the Conftitution 1s ; what is its préfent DAaNn- 
GER; and by what means it may be placed in SAFETY. | 

April 1780. : 

® Hiftorical Effay on the Englifh Conftitution, p. 8. 


DECLARA- 





DECLARATION of thofe Ricuts of the CoMMONALTY of 
Great Britain, without which they cannot be FREE. 


IT IS DECLARED, 


First, That the government of this realm, and the mak- 
ing of laws for the fame, ought to be lodged in the. hands of 
King, Lords of Parliament, and Reprefentatives of the whole 
body of the freemen of this realm. 

adly, That every man of the commonalty (excepting infants, 
infane perfons, and criminals) is, of common right, and by the 
laws of God, a Freeman, and entitled to the full enjoyment of 
Libertys. 

3dly, That liberty, or freedom, confifts in dastie an actual 
Jhare in the appointing of thofe who frame the laws, and who 
are to be the guardians of every man’s life, property, and peace 
for the ALL of one man isas dear to him as the ALL of another ; 
and the poor man has an equal right, but more need, to have 
reprefentatives in the legiflature than the-rich one. 

4thly, That they who have 12 voice nor vote in the electing 
of reprefentatives do not enjay liberty, but are abfulutely enflaved 
to thofe who huve votes, and to their reprefentatives: for to be 
enflaved, is to have governors whom other men. have fet over 
us, and tobe fubject to laws made by the reprefentatives of 
others, without having had reprefentatives of our own to give 
confent in our behalf. 

sthly, That-a very great majority of the commonalty of this 
realm are denied the privilege of voting for reprefentatives in 
parliament; and confequently they are enflaved to a /mall num- 
ber, who do now enjoy this privilege exclufively to themfelves; - 
but who, it may be prefumed, are far from withing to con- 
tinue in the exclufive poffeffion of a privilege, by which their 
fellow-fubjects are deprived of common right, of juftice, of li- 
berty; and which, if not communicated to ALL, muft fpecdily 
caufe the certain overthrow of our abby conftitution, and en. 
flaveus Att. And, 


6thly . 
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6thly and laftly, We alfo fay and do affert, that it is the right 
of the commonalty of this realm to eleét a new Houfe of Com- 
mons once in every year, according to ancient and facred laws 
of the land: becaufe, whenever a parliament continues in be- 
ing for a longer term, very great numbers of the commonalty> 
who have arrived at the years of manhood fince the laft ele&tion, 
and therefore have aright to be actually reprefented in the 
Houfe of Commons, are then unjufily deprived of that right: 
and becaufe it has been found by experience that longer Parlia- 
ments are extremely liable to corruption and undue influence, 
and to become more dependent upon the crown than upon their 
conftituents ; by which means the balance of the Conftitution 
is deftroyed, and the people’s rights and interefts betrayed by 
thofe who are chofen to protect them. 

When the above Declaration is compared with the prefent 
long parliaments, and unequal reprefentation “of the peoples 
which have brought this kingdom to the brink of ruin, 
every true friend to his country is folemnly called upon to ufe 
his utmoft endeavours for the reftoration of annual parliaments, 
and that right of voting, which God and the Conftitution have 
given him. In his hearty labours to obtain thefe civil and juft 
rights, let every one praétife the Chriftian rule, to do unto 
‘hers as we would they fhould do unto us. Then will that 
blefled zracome, when every man fhall be free and happy un- 
der his vine, on earth peace, and confequently glory to God in 


the higheft. 
A REAL FRIEND TO THE PEOPLE. 








EXTRACT rrom a TREATISE OF POLITIC POWER. 


Written by Dr. Jonn Poyrnert, Bithop of Winchetter, in 1556 
banifhed by. Queen Mary. 


At this time particularly recommended to the public attention, 


A ND becaufe public matters of a realm, that concern 
all and every man’s life, wife, children, lands, goods, and 
whatfoever 
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whatfoevcr cannot be treated on by all men, but ‘all muft put 
their truft in a few, men ought to be wife, and circumfpect 
whom they truft: for there be too many that pafs not what be- 
come of their. neighbours, fo they may profper themfelves ; 
what become of the whole realm, fo their own families may 
ftand ftill. He that maketh fuic to be adeputy for a multitude, 
feemeth to fue for his own vain-glory or profit. Thofe that 
fend letters not. to choofe this man, but to choofe fuch a man, 
have in their heads more than the univerfal wealth of all. He 
that bringeth letters to be preferred, meaneth not the benefit of 
them whom he would ferve. He that giveth money, and mak- 
eth great feafts, thinketh fome other fetch than the fervice of 
his neighbours. He that refufeth or releafeth his ordinary 
wages, looketh for fome greater extraordinary reward. He that 
is always or oft at prince’s platters, or in praétifers’ palaces, 
cannot long continue the peoples’ true proctor. 








SATIRE ON MODERN CLERGYMEN. 


;' P RAISE to the glorious Priefts of modern days ! 
To all the Holy Brotherhood fing praife ! ; 
The ancient order taught the peace of heav’n, 
Which to the good alone was furely given ; 

Our wifer fathers of the cloth difdain, 

To bear th’ uncafy curb of fuch a rein: 

Wars, blood, and rapine, make the prefent ftory 
The only certain road to heav’nly glory. 
Angels! Archangels! hear the folemn found ! 

A thoufand heroes bite the dufty ground, 

Their martial fpirits bear to blifs away !) 

So fing the Bifhops, when they faft and pray ; 
That is,-in language each may underftand, 
When Faft Dav Sermons darken all the land. 
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In former days, the Saints were fimple, mild, 
Retir’d from men they liv’d, and undefil’d, 
Their path was fteady—are not our’s the fame? 
Yes—fteady in the path which leads to fame. 

Unnumber’d glories thine around the Bench, 
Where fleep the Bithops, feartefs of the French : 
Ten thoufand fylphs and gnomes around them ftay, 
And—wanton, in their wigs and caffocks play; 
The guards of thofe who {weet Religion guard 
Againft her countlefs foes, who prefs fo hard 
Upon her life ; fuch are the noble band ; 

Such men, Church-Militant, the times demand. 

In Egypt once, ’tis faid in holy writ, 

A croud of locufts came ; and there, (to wit), ” 
Deftroy’d fome corn which flourith’d on the foil, 
Till’d by the Peafantry with little toil; 

Some fruits too, which around fpontaneous grew, 
And when they'd done the mifchief, off they flew. 
Think not from this, I ever meant to fay 

Our Holy Paftors do the felf-fame way ; 

Forbid the thought, as heav’n doth know my heart, 
I do not think they take the ohe tenth part ; 
And fure for all their labours, pious cares, 
Preachihg, teaching, gofliping, and prayers, 
Chrift’ning and burying, making pafs-ports out, 
Which clear the way on high beyond a doubt ; 
’Tis little for their pains, fmall recompence, 

For gofpel ammunition, common fenfe. 

Hiftorians hold, that in domeftic feenes, 

To know a hero are the only means, 
Where all his actions uncontroul’d appear 
Phlegmatic, paflionate, mild, or fevere. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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